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Those Who Serve:

The late B. C. Goodpasture used to tell of the time when James A. Harding held
a gospel meeting in Clark County, Kentucky. The year was 1877. When an elder
of the church asked about it he said it was "not much of a meeting. Oh, Brother
Harding did his usually powerful preaching, the attendance was fair, but the results
were negligible. Only little Jimmy Shepherd was baptized."
Someone has said that you can count the number of seeds in an apple, but you
cannot count the number of apples in a seed. When applied to the preaching of the
gospel that means that you can count the number of people who respond to gospel
preaching to be baptized, but you cannot count the number of good things done in
the life of one person who becomes a Christian, as in the case of brother James W.
Shepherd.
Brother Shepherd went to the College Of The Bible, Kentucky University, and
graduated in 1884. On February 29, 1888 he traveled with his family to New
Zealand, remaining there two years. From New Zealand he went to Australia,
where he remained almost three years, during which time he preached in Sydney,
Melbourne, Balarat, New Castle and Adelaide. Leaving Australia he returned to
the United States by way of the Orient. He traveled extensively, passing through
the Suez Canal, he could see Mt. Sinai in the distance, but he did not visit the Bible
lands. He did visit Scotland and England, and being a lover of books he collected
many volumes for his private library and materials for books which he would later
write. From 1905 to 1912 he served as "Office Editor" for the Gospel Advocate.
Later he preached for churches of Christ in Detroit, Michigan; Washington, D.C.;
Richmond, Virginia and Birmingham, Alabama.
His famous Handbook On Baptism was published in 1894. His teacher at the
College Of The Bible, Professor J. W. McGarvey, referred to the book as, "The
best and most comprehensive work of its kind in existence." In 1910 brother
Shepherd edited and compiled Queries And Answers, containing questions
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'Some people!' snorted a man standing behind me in the long line at the grocery
store.
'You would think the manager would pay attention and open another line,
'said a woman. I looked to the front of the line to see what the hold up was and saw
a well dressed, young woman, trying to get the machine to accept her credit card.
No matter how many times she swiped it, the machine kept
rejecting it.
'It's one of them welfare card things. Those people need to get a job like
everyone else,' said the man standing behind me. The young woman turned around
to see who had made the comment. 'It was me,' he said, pointing to
himself.
The young lady's face began to change expression. Almost in tears, she dropped
the welfare card onto the counter and quickly walked out of the store. Everyone in
the checkout line watched as she began running to her
car. Never looking back, she got in and drove away.
After developing cancer in 1977 and having had to use food stamps; I had
learned never to judge anyone, without knowing the circumstances of their life.
This turned out to be the case today.
Several minutes later a young man walked into the store. He went up to the
cashier and asked if she had seen the woman. After describing her, the cashier told
him that she had run out of the store, got into her car, and
drove away.
'Why would she do that?' asked the man. Everyone in the line looked
around at the fellow who had made the statement. 'I made a stupid comment about
the welfare card she was using. Something I shouldn't have said. I'm
sorry,' said the man.
'Well, that's bad, real bad, in fact. Her brother was killed in Afghanistan
two years ago. He had three young children and she has taken on that
responsibility. She's twenty years old, single, and now has three children
to support,' he said in a very firm voice.
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answered by David Lipscomb in the Gospel Advocate. He put together material for
another volume bearing the name of David Lipscomb, that being the book entitled,
Salvation From Sin. Also, at the request of the aged Lipscomb, brother Shepherd
took Lipscomb's notes on some of the New Testament epistles and completed them
for publication in the Gospel Advocate series of New Testament commentaries.
Brother Shepherd passed from this life on Tuesday evening, July 27, 1948. The
good that was accomplished in the response of little "Jimmy Shepherd" to a gospel
sermon heard long ago, can never fully be measured in human terms. It is when we
can "count the seeds in an apple" that we think the greatest amount of good is
done. The great amount of good accomplished for the cause of Christ by men and
women of average existence are the apples in the seed of truth that we are rarely
possessed to the patience to count. Try to count the apples in a seed!—Dennis
Gulledge

'I'm really truly sorry. I didn't know,' he replied, shaking both his hands

Announcements
Social-not this Wednesday but the following Wednesday, the 11th
Labels-Remember the labels we are saving
Food Pantry-Remember the Pantry as you shop
Change Jar-proceeds go to the Mothers’ Day Appeal for Raintree Village
Truck from Raintree will be here tomorrow. The list of needs is on the back pew
Cans-save cans – we are trying to buy bicycles for the missionaries in India
Medicine Bottles-Remember to save prescription bottles for African
Christian Hospitals.
Wednesday Evening Service time Has changed to
7:00 – See you at 7:00 pm every Wednesday
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The young man asked, 'Are these paid for?' pointing to the shopping cart
full of groceries. 'It wouldn't take her card,' the clerk told him.
'Do you know where she lives?' asked the man who had made the
comment.
'Yes, she goes to our church.'
'Excuse me,' he said as he made his way to the front of the line. He pulled
out his wallet, took out his credit card and told the cashier, 'Please use my card.
PLEASE!' The clerk took his credit card and began to ring up the
young woman's groceries.
Hold on,' said the gentleman. He walked back to his shopping cart and
began loading his own groceries onto the belt to be included. 'Come on people. We
got three kids to help raise!' he told everyone in line. Everyone began to place their
groceries onto the fast moving belt. A few customers began bagging the food and
placing it into separate carts. 'Go back and get two big turkeys,' yelled a heavyset
woman, as she looked at the man. 'NO,'
yelled the man. Everyone stopped dead in their tracks. The entire store became
quiet for several seconds. 'Four turkeys,' yelled the man. Everyone began laughing
and went back to work. When all was said and done, the man
paid a total of $1,646.57 for the groceries. He then walked over to the side, pulled
out his check book, and began writing a check using the bags of dog food piled
near the front of the store for a writing surface. He turned around and handed the
check to the young man. 'She will need a freezer and a few other things as well,' he
told the man.
The young man looked at the check and said, 'This is really very generous of
you.'
'No,' said the man. 'Her brother was the generous one.’ Everyone in the
store had been observing the odd commotion and began to clap. And I drove home
that day feeling very American.
We live in the Land of the free, because of the Brave! Remember our Troops
of Yesterday and Today !
Kindness is the language the blind can see and the deaf can hear. - Mark
Twain
A great example of why we should be kind and patient.
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